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The VA DC Soccer Hall of Fame Committee met at the Hyatt Regency Crystal City in Arlington, VA at the VYSA Annual Workshop.  Those in attendance were:

Len Oliver, VA DC Soccer Hall of Fame Committee Chair

Julie Caramanica, VA DC Soccer Hall of Fame Administrator

Mavis Derflinger, VA DC Soccer Hall of Fame Member

Adele Dolansky, VA DC Soccer Hall of Fame Member

Kip Germain, VA DC Soccer Hall of Fame Member

Fred Matthes, DC United Representative

Jim Sadowski, MDCVSA President

Anne Thompson, VA DC Soccer Hall of Fame Committee Member

Len Oliver thanked Julie Caramanica for her work with the Hall of Fame.  He noted that  the VA DC Soccer Hall Fame is now nine years old and 56 individuals have been inducted.  

Nomination Process
Len Oliver spoke about the process for selections to the Hall of Fame.  It was reiterated that nominations must be current: new or re-nominations only and that nominations must include necessary background information and current contact information, not just names.  It was noted that the process seems to be working well. A good number of nominations was received.  

Committee members suggested sending nominations electronically while others still prefer the paper copy as printing the volume received was cumbersome.  It was agreed to send nominations both electronically and by mail.

It was agreed to keep the deadline for nominations September 1 of each year.  That deadline date is firm and only under extenuating circumstances should nominations be accepted after that date each year.

It was noted that it is still difficult to locate those selected once voting is complete.  All were reminded to send current contact information with nominations.

Voting Categories
Len Oliver reported that the Veterans Category has been a positive addition to the Hall.  He noted it would have been a shame to not recognize those who have made significant contributions, but were not selected in the other two categories.

The Committee discussed voting the Players and Meritorious Service categories separately and agreed that would be an improvement to the process.  The Veterans category voting will remain the same. 

It was suggested that voting be done from 10 being the highest to 1 being the lowest rather than 1 to 10 and converting to a weighted vote as has been done in the past.  There was concern that the conversion process might lead to errors.  It was agreed votes will now be cast as 10 for the highest through 1 for the lowest without conversion.  This will be clearly explained when sending out nominations received for voting. 

Committee Membership
It was reported that John Harkes was the only committee member that did not respond or vote this past cycle.  It was suggested he be removed from the Committee.  He will be contacted and asked if he plans to remain an active member.  

Bob Sokolinsky was recommended as an addition to the Committee.  Those present agreed.  Len will contact him and ask him if he would like to serve as a member.

2009 Recognition Event at RFK
Fred Matthes reported that the schedule for DC United is nearly complete.  Doubleheaders with the newly activated Washington Freedom are planned.  Fred recommended the Hall of Fame recognition night be held during one of those doubleheaders. 

Fred provided a detailed list of possible dates.  He suggested May 2nd or May 9th as both are Saturdays and are planned as doubleheaders with the Washington Freedom. It was agreed to continue holding a reception so that inductees may meet with one another during the event.

Other Recognition
Len Oliver hopes the National Hall of Fame will link State Halls to their site.   He also reported that Southern Soccer Scene newspaper does an article on our Hall of Fame each year after new inductees are announced.

A press release was prepared by Len and sent to committee members.  That release will be sent to Steven Goff to be printed and to BigSoccer.com to be included on their site.

DC United Stadium
Fred Matthes reported that the Prince Georges County location is looking more positive.  The DC location has been affected by the cost to the city for the baseball stadium.  The Poplar Point site effort is not dead, but not moving as quickly as PG County.

There was concern that the PG County location may result in lower attendance due to distance from DC and less desirable area.  

It was noted that wherever the stadium is located, a recognition area for the VA DC Soccer Hall of Fame will be included. Funding for that area will be needed and Mavis Derflinger reported that monies she had given to WAGS from an award she received has not yet been used.  She will ask that money be sent to Virginia Youth Soccer to be held in restricted funds specifically to be used for the stadium recognition area for the VA DC Soccer Hall of Fame .  It was suggested that once those funds are sent, perhaps the Hall of Fame open its own bank account.  That possibility will be discussed once the money is received.

VA DC Soccer Hall of Fame Web Site
Julie Caramanica reported that the VA DC Soccer Hall of Fame now has its own web site. Most have been pleased with it.





Prepared by

Julie Caramanica

VA DC Hall of Fame Administrator

